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Dearsirst

I a extremelyconcernedaboutthe opportunity
to ban foroedmoltingof hens. Thispracticewhichthe
U. S. Egg industryforceson m5Jlionsof hens to manip~ate
egg productionis an extremelycruelpracticewhichcauses
infectiousdiseasesin hens,eggs and consunereof eggs.

The Food& DrugAdministrationhas an obligation
to do muchmore thanput Bacteriawarninglabelson egg
cartonsand regulateegg refrigerationtemperatures.

In fact,the Food& Drug Administrationshould
prohibitthe practiceof forcedmolthg becauseforced
moltinghas been scientificallyshownto promotediseaseby
destroyingthe starvinghens1 immunes~tems.

In addition,theFood & DrugAdmird.strationhas
the jurisdictionto ban farmpractices,suchas fomed
molting,thatinjurehumanhealth.

To conclude,the Food and DrugAdministration
must ban the forcedmoltingof layinghensbecausel?ORCED
MQLTIMGIS A PRIMARYCAUSEOF INFIZTIOUSD333ASE3IN HEW,
EOGS,AND CONSUMERSOF EGGS. THE CRUELTY(IFTHE PRACTICE
AND CONTAMINATIONARE LIIUD .

If, in pointof fact,the Food& Drug Administration
was petitionedin April1998 to ban forcedmolting,THE
PETITIONSHWJLDBE GRANTEDWITIKXJTFURTHERDELAY.
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